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lecent researches have discovered several inter-ug facts about the origin of the woman to >m may be ascribed the merit of " creating " the :er who was destined to exercise so great an jence on his own and succeeding generations.* iously enough, Louise Antoinette Laure mer, destined at the age of fifteen years and
months to become Madame de Berny, was, like dame Hanska, a foreigner, being the daughter Joseph Hinner, a German musician, who was ught by Turgot to France. Here he became pist to Marie Antoinette, and married Madame elpee de Laborde, one of the Queen's ladies in ting. Two years later, on May 23rd, 1777, the ure Madame de Berny came into the world, and de her debut with a great flourish of trumpets, uis XVI. and Marie Antoinette, represented by
Due de Fronsac and Laure Auguste de Fitz-nes, Princesse de Chimay, being her god-parents. ien in 1784 her father died, her mother married
Chevalier de Jarjayes, one of Marie Antoinette's st loyal adherents during the Revolution. It 3 he who conceived the project of carrying off uis XVII. from the Temple, and who was rusted with the precious duty of carrying the 1, ring, and hair belonging to the Royal Family the exiled Monsieur and Comte dArtois.* iTVe can easily see whence Balzac derived his :>ng Royalist principles—how from boyhood the
See "Bakac, Imprimeur/' iu "La Jeunesse de Balzac/' by . Haiiotaux et Vicaire.
6e devoted Laure would have :>rked herself to death to help Honore — did nottible ascendency of mindtent, except for occasional comment,ways makes for him; and thismily, were observed, by the fiction that the midst of suspense—He goes to Rome—Comes back better in health and spirits—et La Cousine Bette " and " Le Cousin Pons"—Balzac goes to Wiesbaden—Marriage of Comtesse Anna and Comte Georges Mniszech—Balzac and Madame Hanska secretly engaged—Parisian gossip . . 273
